
Legal definition of child abuse and/or neglect in New Jersey 

Title 9. Children--Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts 

 

9:6-1. ABUSE, ABANDONMENT, CRUELTY AND NEGLECT OF CHILD; WHAT 
CONSTITUTES  

 
Abuse of a child shall consist in any of the following acts: (a) disposing of the custody of a child 
contrary to law; (b) employing or permitting a child to be employed in any vocation or 
employment injurious to its health or dangerous to its life or limb, or contrary to the laws of this 
State; (c) employing or permitting a child to be employed in any occupation, employment or 
vocation dangerous to the morals of such child; (d) the habitual use by the parent or by a person 
having the custody and control of a child, in the hearing of such child, of profane, indecent or 
obscene language; (e) the performing of any indecent, immoral or unlawful act or deed, in the 
presence of a child, that may tend to debauch or endanger or degrade the morals of the child; (f) 
permitting or allowing any other person to perform any indecent, immoral or unlawful act in the 
presence of the child that may tend to debauch or endanger the morals of such child; (g) using 
excessive physical restraint on the child under circumstances which do not indicate that the 
child's behavior is harmful to himself, others or property; or (h) in an institution as defined in 
section 1 of P.L.1974, c. 119 (C. 9:6-8.21), willfully isolating the child from ordinary social 
contact under circumstances which indicate emotional or social deprivation. 

Abandonment of a child shall consist in any of the following acts by anyone having the custody 
or control of the child: (a) willfully forsaking a child; (b) failing to care for and keep the control 
and custody of a child so that the child shall be exposed to physical or moral risk without proper 
and sufficient protection; (c) failing to care for and keep the control and custody of a child so that 
the child shall be liable to be supported and maintained at the expense of the public, or by child 
caring societies or private persons not legally chargeable with its or their care, custody and 
control. 

Cruelty to a child shall consist in any of the following acts: (a) inflicting unnecessarily severe 
corporal punishment upon a child; (b) inflicting upon a child unnecessary suffering or pain, 
either mental or physical; (c) habitually tormenting, vexing or afflicting a child; (d) any willful 
act of omission or commission whereby unnecessary pain and suffering, whether mental or 
physical, is caused or permitted to be inflicted on a child; (e) or exposing a child to unnecessary 
hardship, fatigue or mental or physical strains that may tend to injure the health or physical or 
moral well-being of such child. 

Neglect of a child shall consist in any of the following acts, by anyone having the custody or 
control of the child:(a) willfully failing to provide proper and sufficient food, clothing, 
maintenance, regular school education as required by law, medical attendance or surgical 
treatment, and a clean and proper home, or (b) failure to do or permit to be done any act 
necessary for the child's physical or moral well-being. Neglect also means the continued 
inappropriate placement of a child in an institution, as defined in section 1 of P.L.1974, c. 119 
(C. 9:6-8.21), with the knowledge that the placement has resulted and may continue to result in 
harm to the child's mental or physical well-being. 

- more -   



9:6-8.9. ABUSED CHILD; CHILD ABUSE DEFINED  

 
For purposes of this act: 
 
"Abused child" means a child under the age of 18 years whose parent, guardian, or other person 
having his custody and control: 
 
a. Inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon such child physical injury by other than accidental means 
which causes or creates a substantial risk of death, or serious or protracted disfigurement, or 
protracted impairment of physical or emotional health or protracted loss or impairment of the 
function of any bodily organ; 
 
b. Creates or allows to be created a substantial or ongoing risk of physical injury to such child by 
other than accidental means which would be likely to cause death or serious or protracted 
disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily organ; or 
 
c. Commits or allows to be committed an act of sexual abuse against the child; 
 
d. Or a child whose physical, mental, or emotional condition has been impaired or is in imminent 
danger of becoming impaired as the result of the failure of his parent or guardian, or such other 
person having his custody and control, to exercise a minimum degree of care (1) in supplying the 
child with adequate food, clothing, shelter, education, medical or surgical care though financially 
able to do so or though offered financial or other reasonable means to do so, or (2) in providing 
the child with proper supervision or guardianship, by unreasonably inflicting or allowing to be 
inflicted harm, or substantial risk thereof, including the infliction of excessive corporal 
punishment or using excessive physical restraint under circumstances which do not indicate that 
the child's behavior is harmful to himself, others or property; or by any act of a similarly serious 
nature requiring the aid of the court; 
 
e. Or a child who has been willfully abandoned by his parent or guardian, or such other person 
having his custody and control;  
 
f. Or a child who is in an institution as defined in section 1 of P.L. 1974, c. 119 (C. 9:6-8.21) and 
(1) has been so placed inappropriately for a continued period of time with the knowledge that the 
placement has resulted and may continue to result in harm to the child's mental or physical well-
being or (2) has been willfully isolated from ordinary social contact under circumstances which 
indicate emotional or social deprivation. 
 
A child shall not be considered abused pursuant to subsection f. of this section if the acts or 
omissions described therein occur in a day school as defined in section 1 of P.L.1974, c. 119 (C. 
9:6-8.21 

 


